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“My entire work concentrates on one image, the image produced by our system of focusing 
(diaphragm) between the space of the painting and that of the object. As if we were within an ideal 
mirror, which reflects the phenomenon and, simultaneously, allows us to identify what constitutes 
him.  
 

Giulio Paolini 

 

Tommaso Calabro Gallery is pleased to announce Atto I: Giulio Paolini, open from April 3rd to May 31st, 

2019. Inaugurating a series of exhibitions dedicated to single works of art, the show focuses on Sir 
Lawrence Dundas and His Grandson, a photographic work executed by Giulio Paolini (Genova, 1940) 

in 1977. Through the display of a selection of archival documents, Atto I: Giulio Paolini offers the 

opportunity to discover the photographic research of one of the most radical conceptual artists of the 

twentieth century. 
 

Sir Lawrence Dundas and His Grandson shows how Paolini uses photography to investigate the 

relationship among author, artwork and viewer. The work is based on a photographic reproduction of 

a namesake painting executed by German artist Johann Zoffany (1733-1810) in c. 1769. Conceived as 

a conversation piece, it depicts Lawrence Dundas, 1st baronet (1710-1781) in his London dwelling. The 

Scottish businessman and politician is portrayed in his library, recently decorated by Robert Adam, 

surrounded by his collection of Dutch paintings. His young nephew, unexpectedly wearing a female 

outfit, stands next to him and tenderly holds his arm. Through an estranging mise en abyme efffect, 

Paolini has replaced the canvases hanging in Dundas’ library with the image of Zoffany’s work itself, 

which is repeated eight times. The single image, which the eye tries to capture, vanishes in the long 

series of its reproductions, originating a temporal paradox of an immortal time, which turns an instant 

into eternity.   
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In Zoffany’s work, Dundas and his grandson address the viewer – or their creator – with their gaze, 

allowing him to see them and, simultaneously, to be seen. Sanctioning a mutual recognition of social 

and cultural status, such an interplay of glances recalls the gaze exchange between “who makes the 

painting, who looks at the painting and the material object that is the painting”, described by Italo 

Calvino in relation to Paolini’s oeuvre. The repetition of the image within the image, deprives Zoffany’s 

work of its own identity, conceived as the irreplaceable uniqueness of the work of art. By reproducing 

the painting within the frames of other masters’ works, Paolini seems to suggest that different artists 

have come to produce the same image. In this way, the usual subject-author-viewer relationship is 

altered, depriving the original work of its function as vehicle of meaning.  

 

Sir Lawrence Dundas and His Grandson exemplifies Paolini’s investigation into the fallibility and 

finitude of the visual language. In several of his works dating to the 1960s and 1970s, the artist created 

images, which did not reference their communicative quality, but rather their own materiality. To 

Paolini, the objectivity of the work of art is achieved only when its image coincides with the elements 

that constitute it, disowning their own creator. The use of photography favors such a process as it 

“allows the author to ‘watch over’ the creation of the image”, which already is “a critical copy of reality.”  

 

Inaugurated in September 2018, Tommaso Calabro Gallery aims to present the great masters of the 

twentieth century through unconventional and interdisciplinary curatorial projects. Particularly, the 

“Atti” cycle will present single works of art by Post-war Italian artists, coming from private collections 

and rarely exhibited to the public. Set in the frescoed Neoclassical room of the gallery, Atto I: Giulio 
Paolini inaugurates a series of exhibitions, which will foster the discovery of lesser-known artworks 

by twentieth-century Italian artists.  

 

 
PRESS 

Elena Caslini | elena@tommasocalabro.com | + 39 02 49696387 

 

INSTAGRAM 

#AttoIGiulioPaolini #tommasocalabrogallery  

  

OPENING TIMES  

Tuesday – Saturday 

11 am – 7 pm 
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Johann Zoffany, Sir Lawrence Dundas and His Grandson in the Pillar Room at 19 Arlington 
Street, c. 1769, oil on canvas, 102 x 127 cm., Aske Hall, North Yorkshire.  

Giulio Paolini, Sir Lawrence Dundas and His Grandson, photograph on emulsified canvas, 
1977, 100 x 108 cm., Private collection.  

 


