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While waiting for our next exhibition Casa Iolas. Citofonare Vezzoli, Tommaso Calabro Gallery presents 

Anticamera Iolas. Archival Materials, a display of archival material relating to the galleries of the legendary 

Greek art dealer Alexander Iolas (1907–1987). 
 

The exhibition design is curated by Filippo Bisagni.  
 

Set in two of the gallery rooms, the show presents more than forty catalogues and over thirty original posters 

printed on the occasion of the exhibitions staged by Iolas at his galleries in Athens, Geneva, Madrid, Milan, 

New York, Paris and Rome. Documenting four decades of exhibitions, spanning from the 1950s to the late 

1980s, the archival material retraces the professional and personal relationships linking Iolas to some of the 

most important artists of his time: from the Surrealists (Victor Brauner, Max Ernst, René Magritte, Man Ray, 

Dorothea Tanning, Leonor Fini) to the Nouveau Réalistes (Niki de Saint Phalle, Yves Klein, Martial Raysse, Jean 

Tinguely), from Italian masters such as Giorgio de Chirico, Lucio Fontana, Eliseo Mattiacci, Pino Pascali and 

Roberto Crippa to the Greek artist Pavlos, and the American William N. Copley, Harold Stevenson and Andy 

Warhol. Most of the catalogues on view were conceived as artists’ books, enriched by drawings, lithographs, 

refined papers and precious binding. The selection starts chronologically with the catalogue of the Mathieu 

exhibition from 1954 and concludes with the catalogue of Warhol’s last show organised by Iolas at the Milan 

Palazzo delle Stelline in 1987, which recalls the last chapter of the career of both artist and gallerist.  
 

A group of posters and catalogues printed for Iolas’ Milanese gallery located in Via Manzoni evokes the 

longstanding collaboration between Iolas and the Milanese printmaker Sergio Tosi, a reference point for artists 

and gallerists of the caliber of Lucio Fontana and Carlo Cardazzo. Among the most remarkable catalogues in 

the show are the one published on the occasion of Fontana 1965 exhibition, containing reproductions of the 

artist’sTeatrini executed with carved and polished papers, and a Martial Raysse monographic volume, 

enriched on its frontispiece by an autograph drawing by the artist.  
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Alexander Iolas  

Born Costantino Koutsoudis in 1907 into a family of Greek cotton dealers living in Alexandria, Egypt, Alexander 

Iolas – as he will later rename himself – was drawn towards music and dancing at a very young age. Breaking 

free from his family’s expectations, aged seventeen, he set off to Paris and soon moved to Berlin, where he 

worked as a professional dancer. With the outburst of Nazism, he returned to Paris, where he encountered art 

for the first time. In the city, he bought his first artwork, a small painting by Giorgio de Chirico glimpsed in a 

gallery’s window in Montparnasse. During his Paris years, Iolas became acquainted with Surrealism and 

befriended some of the most important artists of his era, such as Georges Braque, Man Ray, Pablo Picasso, 

and de Chirico himself. In the late 1930s, he moved to New York, where he danced at the Metropolitan Opera. 

Following a foot injury, in 1945, he started off a new career in the arts, working as Gallery Manager at the Hugo 

Gallery, which he then directed for the following ten years. There, he devoted exhibitions to the Surrealists 

befriended in Paris, namely Max Ernst (1946), René Magritte (1947) and Victor Brauner (1947). In 1952, he gave 

Andy Warhol his first solo show, Fifteen Drawings Based on the Writings of Truman Capote. Through his 

histrionic personality and acute business acumen, Iolas rapidly made his way into the New York art scene, 

opening his own space in 1955 with former dancer Brooks Jackson, the Jackson-Iolas Gallery. In the following 

years, Iolas opened an international network of galleries (Paris, Geneva, Milan, Madrid, Rome and Athens), 

where exhibitions by Brauner, Copley, Fontana, Yves Klein, Kounellis, Magritte, Raysse, Matta, Niky De Saint 

Phalle, Harold Stevenson and many others incessantly followed one another. In 1976, after Max Ernst’s death, 

Iolas closed all of his European galleries, keeping a promise made to his artist friend. In the 1980s he 

definitively relocated to Athens, living in his legendary villa, where, since the 1970s, he had staged his vast 

collection of modern art, furniture, and Greek, Egyptian, Roman, Byzantine and Oriental antiquities. Iolas was 

one of the undisputed protagonists of the art market during the second half of the twentieth century, dying in 

New York in 1987 at the age of eighty.  
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