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FASSIANOS 
 
 

Opening 
Saturday, 11 February 2023 

12 pm– 6 pm 
 

Dates 
11 February – 1 April 2023 

 

 

“I was once a boy, a girl, a tree, a bird and a silent fish in the depths of the sea” 
 

Empedocles, 5th century BC, On Purifications 

 
 

The Galleria Tommaso Calabro is pleased to present “Fassianos”, a monographic exhibition 

dedicated to Alekos Fassianos (1935-2022), one of the most celebrated and influential artists in the 

Greek artistic scenario. The exhibition opening coincides with the launch of the Alekos Fassianos 

Museum, a modernist building jointly conceived in the 1990s by Alekos Fassianos and architect 

Kyriakos Krokos.  

 

“Fassianos” is the first solo show dedicated to the artist in Italy, nearly forty years after his last 

exhibition organised by Alexander Iolas at the Galleria Paolo Barozzi in Milan in 1976.  

With this exhibition, the Galleria Tommaso Calabro continues its research on the work of Iolas – one 

of the most important gallerists and art dealers of the twentieth century – and those artists close to 

Surrealism, whom Iolas helped and supported with visionary intuition through his international 

network of galleries.   

 

The exhibition “Fassianos” presents over forty paintings and works on paper executed between the 

end of the 1960s and the early 2000s, alongside a selection of rare design pieces.  

 

Born in Athens into a cultured family – his father was a musician and his mother taught ancient Greek 

– Fassianos developed a vision combining memory and mythology, the sacred and the profane. 

Although embedded with references to Greek culture, his imaginary transcends the personal to 

become universal and timeless.  

The color is the absolute protagonist of Fassianos’ work: intense blues and reds, ancient pinks and 

deep greens, silvery and golden hues dance across the canvas to shape bodies and faces, wings, 

swallows and flowers.  
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Fassianos’ figures, androgynous and hieratic, come from the artist’s childhood memories, inhabiting 

a rarefied and imaginative dimension where bodies of passers-by merge with Classical profiles and 

Byzantine mosaics; the same that Fassianos used to admire as a child in Greek museums and 

churches, which he used to visit with his mother and his grandfather, who was a priest.  

Whether they are seen as men, angels or gods, the difference between Fassianos’ figures lays in the 

details: in the striped shorts, the pearl necklaces, the bushy wings of candid doves. They inhabit the 

same universe, yet each one of them bear his own joys and sins, as we all do: a kiss, a drink on the 

terrace, a ride on a bicycle, the hair blowing in the hot summer wind.  

 

Fassianos was an extremely polyhedric man. The same iconographic imaginary of his paintings is 

to be found in his design pieces, executed with the most diverse materials, from wood to bronze, 

from rattan to ceramic: elegant and eclectic works, which evoke an oneiric aesthetics imbued with a 

striking lyricism.  

 

The Galleria Tommaso Calabro is grateful to the Alekos Fassianos Estate, Athens, for making this 

exhibition possible, and to Carwan Gallery, Athens, for its support in including Fassianos’ design 

pieces in the show.   

 
 
DATES  

11 February – 1 April 2023 

Opening Saturday, 11 February 2023, 12 pm – 6 pm  

 

OPENING TIMES  

Tuesday – Saturday / 11 am – 7 pm   

Monday / by appointment  

 

PRESS REQUESTS 

Galleria Tommaso Calabro  

Elena Caslini | elena@tommasocalabro.com | +39 02 49696387 
 

INSTAGRAM  

#Fassianos	#AlekosFassianos	#TommasoCalabro	#TommasoCalabroGallery	 
@tommasocalabrogallery 

@alekos.fassianos 
 

WEBSITE  

www.tommasocalabro.com 
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ALEKOS FASSIANOS (1935-2022) 
 
Alekos Fassianos (25 October 1935 – 16 January 2022) was born in Athens. His father was a musician 

and his mother taught ancient Greek. He studied violin at the National Conservatory and painting 

under Yannis Moralis at the School of Fine Arts in Athens (1956-1960). In 1960, he received a 

scholarship from the French government and went to Paris to study lithography at the École des 

Beaux-Arts. 
 

In 1967, with the rise of the dictatorship of the Colonels in Greece, Fassianos moved more 

permanently to Paris. In 1969, legendary art dealer Paul Facchetti discovered him, and they began a 

vibrant collaboration showing Fassianos’ works alongside fellow artists Jean Paul Riopelle and 

Georges Mathieu. For the artist, the solo shows organized by Facchetti were critical to furthering his 

career as they marked the first comprehensive showcase of his artistic idiom, which defined him. In 

the 1970s, he was represented by Alexander Iolas Gallery, showing alongside Max Ernst, Magritte, 

de Chirico and Martial Raysse. Throughout his career, his works travelled from Malmö to Tokyo 

through Zurich, Berlin, Milan and New York. 
 

Aside from painting, Fassianos was a writer, a poet, a ceramist, a scenographer and an architect.	 He 

created the costumes and stage sets for numerous plays, including Franz Kafka’s	America	at the 

National Theatre of Athens and Euripides’s	Helen	(1980). He was also in charge of the scenography 

of	No Exit	by Jean-Paul Sartre. Throughout his career, Fassianos illustrated numerous editions of 

literary works by his friends: writers, thinkers and poets such as Constantin Cavafy, Miltos Sachtouris, 

Louis Aragon, Hamid Fouladvind, Odysseas Elytis, Guillaume Apollinaire, Jacques Lacarriere, Paul 

Valéry, Arrabal and Jean-Marie Drot, among others. He created limited edition publications with Bruno 

Roy, the editor of Fata Morgana and the publisher of André Biren. 
 

Alekos Fassianos was nominated Honorary Member of the Russian Academy of Arts, Officier de 

l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres de la Légion d’Honneur and, in 2021, he became Commandeur de 

l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres de la Légion d’Honneur. 

 

 

THE ALEKOS FASSIANOS ESTATE 

 
The Alekos Fassianos Estate is a non-profit civil company founded in 2020 by Alekos Fassianos and 

his family. It is dedicated to collecting, preserving, protecting, defending by all legal means, exhibiting 

and interpreting the oeuvre of Alekos Fassianos. The Estate operates on a national and international 

level and has three main objectives: to manage the artist’s estate and museum, to facilitate research 

into his oeuvre and to make his work more accessible in dialogue with artists, researchers, curators 

and the public. With an interdisciplinary approach, the estate organises temporary exhibitions, as well 
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as academic activities and projects in collaboration with other institutions and organisations. Through 

its exhibition and educational programmes, the Estate aspires to promote the study of Alekos 

Fassianos work and explore lines of research linked to his work and to contemporary art.  

The Estate is housed at the Alekos Fassianos Museum in Athens, a building jointly conceived by 

modernist architect Kyriakos Krokos and Alekos Fassianos, a Gesamtkunstwerk demonstrating the 

architect's and artist's philosophic principles. The Museum is set to launch in February 2023. 

 

 

GALLERIA TOMMASO CALABRO  

 
The Galleria Tommaso Calabro specializes in modern and contemporary art. The gallery collaborates 

with artists’ estates, archives, foundations and curators to mount research exhibitions with an 

interdisciplinary approach, offering a fresh reading on celebrated and lesser-known modern 

masters.	 
The gallery is located on the first floor of Palazzo Marietti, a Neoclassical palace of Renaissance 

origins in Piazza San Sepolcro, a charming square in the heart of Milan, Italy. Here, the Romanic 

Church of San Sepolcro dialogues with eighteenth- and nineteenth-century buildings as well as with 

the famous tower designed by Italian architect Pietro Portaluppi.	 
An eighteenth-century staircase with a red marble handrail leads to the gallery’s exhibition rooms, 

which span over 400 sqm and are enriched by original inlaid wooden floors, stuccoes and frescoes. 

  


